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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 211711 


E.O. 11652: 


TAGS:PBOR, 

SUBJECT: PANAMA CANAL NEGOTIATIONS: NEUTRALITY TREATY 
AND UK. 

DEPARTMENT OFFICER SEPTEMBER 2 PRESENTED COPY OF THE 
TREATY CONCERNING THE PERMANENT NEUTRALITY AND OPERATION 
OF THE PANAMA CANAL, TO BE SIGNED SEPTEMBER 7 BY PRESIDENT 
CARTER AND GENERAL TORRIJOS, TO BRITISH EMBASSY OFFICER. 
DEPARTMENT OFFICER EXPLAINED THAT TREATY WAS TO BE 
TREATED ON A CONFIDENTIAL BASIS UNTIL PUBLICATION WHICH IS 
EXPECTED SHORTLY BEFORE SIGNATURE. EMBASSY OFFICER EX- 
PRESSED THANKS FOR ADVANCE COPY OF NEUTRALITY TREATY AND 
SAID THAT IT WOULD BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL PENDING PUBLICATION. 
HE MENTIONED POSSIBILITY THAT PRIME MINISTER MAY SEND 
MESSAGES TO PRESIDENT CARTER AND GENERAL TORRIJOS CON- 
GRATULATING THEM ON THE CONCLUSION OF TREATIES WHICH WILL 
ASSURE THE CONTINUED AVAILABILITY OF THE CANAL TO VESSELS 
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